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Dear Sir / Madam

The Need for the reinstatement of Manston Airport to full operational use, is not just 
confined to Thanet and the Southeast..
The current pandemic has shown that Airfreight is a global necessity.
Whilst there are other airports capable of handling Cargo ‘Planes, and the lack of 
passenger traffic has allowed Slots to be available, this can only be perceived as a short 
term occurrence..
It is anticipated that the worldwide passenger situation will return to pre pandemic levels 
very swiftly, as the vaccination regime reaches the vast majority of the wider 
population… The U.K. is at the forefront of the rollout of inoculations, and is also 
involved in providing much needed vaccines around the globe. AirCargo has been an 
essential means of providing the medications,including the import of ingredients for the 
manufacture of the vaccines, as well as completed doses, Followed by exports around 
the world, particularly to regions where pharmaceutical manufacturing isn’t of the same 
standard and ability…
The ingredients and completed doses are time sensitive, and require controlled 
temperatures in transit…That is not always possible in normal passenger aircraft holds, 
and careful handling is essential..
 That is but one facet..As the world emerges from the pandemic, passenger traffic will 
very quickly accelerate, and it is anticipated that pre Covid levels of demand will be 
achieved and probably exceeded during 2022, and beyond.
Thus, the spare capacity at existing airports, that are mainly passenger oriented will 
rapidly dissipate, and cargo planes will be at the back of the queue for slots.
  This again is a reason for the NEED for Manston Airport..Being designated as a freight 
hub, cargo will not have to compete with passenger aircraft for takeoff and landing 
timings…A very attractive facility for customers.
The necessity for cargo handling facilities is recognised at many Airports around the 
world JFK Airport in New York, have just announced its first new cargo terminal in 20 
years, a $145 million, 350,000 sq ft facility on over 26 acres.
( Port Authority of New York New Jersey)
This is happening in many other states in America from Pittsburg to Anchorage, where 
cargo facilities are being upgraded.
Brussels is to open a pharma centre at Brussels Airport, for the transportation and 
storage of goods that require special care or treatment….Something that the U.K. will 
need to be able to emulate as a matter of urgency.
Manston, being built as a Cargo Hub with a clean sheet, is ideally positioned to fulfill 
that role. Another point of “Need”.
Cargo Airlines are expanding their fleets to meet the rapidly expanding requirement, or 
NEED, FedEx a huge international carrier, is expected to spend $7.2 Billion in the next 



year on new aircraft and facilities. 
FedEx report that trade volumes have surpassed pre pandemic levels and are on 
course for the fastest year of growth in over a decade.
They report that air cargo capacity remains down 10% due to lower bellyhold capacity, 
but overall it’s expected to grow swiftly in the next few years.  Bellyhold capacity will 
continue to reduce, in a time when rising demand for aircargo has increased the need 
for dedicated air freighters, and thus the Need for freighter stands at Airports such as 
Manston, which is of course being developed with cargo as the priority..
Revenue is still very good, and increasing .
New routes are opening between Hong Kong and Africa to drive down delivery times, 
these markets are ripe for U.K. trade too..
One of the advantages that Manston can fulfill, is in reducing the need for Customs 
Clearances in “third “ countries, direct flights, internationally without the need for landing 
in the EU and clearing customs, prior to being trucked to or from the U.K. is more 
efficient, less costly, and can ensure quicker delivery times, which is now a prerequisite 
in many businesses…
Yet another “Need” that Manston could be part of..
The International Air Transport Association has reported that its latest analysis of Air 
Cargo volumes has continued to outpace pre-Covid ( 2019) levels ..Global demand was 
reported at 12% higher than in 2019..displaying “a steep upward trend”.
Willy Walsh IATA’s director general commented “Air cargo continues to be the good 
news story for the air transport sector , some regions are out performing the global 
trend, most notably carriers in North America , the Middle East and Africa”…..
It is obvious that air cargo is a growing area exponentially, and so U.K. PLC should be 
ensuring that as a nation we are geared to take full advantage of international trade..A 
definite NEED, and Manston is certainly in a position to exploit that  trade, gaining 
international business, that can provide revenue, jobs with prospects, and the ability to 
be future proofed within the land owned by RSP.
Air Cargo News, provides a lot of current information on Airlines, Aircraft, and the 
various logistics companies involved in Airfreight.
They are regularly updating readers with current trends in the business…
More purpose built aircraft are being built, to facilitate the specific needs of 
customers..Airports are increasing cargo handling capacities where achievable..
Most of the U.K. airports in the southeast are struggling to accommodate more air 
cargo, as stated earlier, passenger traffic has priority..Expansion at Heathrow , Gatwick, 
and Stanstead is mooted , but unlikely to be achievable for many years…However 
Manston is poised ready to be upgraded to fulfill the urgent NEED….The plans are all 
compliant with the protocols for the “green agenda” , this has been expanded upon by 
others.
I am convinced that there is a real and urgent need for Manston to be granted the 
Development Consent Order, as soon as possible, to ensure that the nation can benefit 
from increasing trade , as we progress beyond our ties with the EU, yet able to maintain 
strong links with European countries and businesses to our mutual benefit…



Liam Coyle 




